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acteristic legend and a wealth of symbolism,
were found in the field.

With the revival of Freemasonry in 1717
came the inroads of membership from among
the British gentry and nobility, and from the
British army and navy officers. This, with
the wide extension of British commerce gave
the society a vogue, through the activity of
the army and navy, in all parts of the world
and was the prime cause of carrying the fra-
ternity broadcast into Europe and America
and the British colonies within little more

r

in 1801. The Henry Price Provincial Grand
Lodge, at Boston, 1733, and the Philadelphia
Lodge, which initiated Benjamin Franklin in
1731, and subsequently became a grand lodge,
were the 'mother grand lodges of America.'

In the United States the two principal Ma-
sonic rites are, first, the American; and, second,
the Scottish rite. The symbolic lodge with its
three symbolic degrees, under exclusive Grand
Lodge jurisdiction, is the fountain of each.
Lodge members may take the degrees in one
or both, as they elect, or rather as they are
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than a decade. After England, France was
the most active in spreading the fraternity,
followed by the Grand Lodges of Pennsylvania,
Massachusetts, Virginia, Ireland, Spain, the
Netherlands and Germany.

The first Masonic lodge was established in
New York in 1737, in Rhode Island in 1749,
in Maryland and Connecticut in 1750, in Vir-
ginia in 1753, in North Carolina in 1754, in
New Jersey in 1761, in Canada and in Maine
in 1762, in Delaware in 1765, in Florida in
1768, in Vermont in 1781, in the District of
Columbia and Ohio in 1783, in Kentucky in
1788, in Louisiana in 1793, in Michigan in
1794, in Tennessee in 1796 and in Mississippi

elected. In the American system, after the
lodge, comes the Royal Arch Chapter, with
four capitular degrees; then the Council of
Royal and Select Masters, with three cryptic
degrees, and as a summit, the Comrnandery
of Knights Templar, with three degrees.
In the American Masonic rite, the Lodge,
Chapter and Council require a belief in the
Deity from would-be members, while Com-
manderies of Knights Templar require a pro-
fession of belief in Christ as the son of God.
The Ancient Accented Scottish rite has degrees
drawn from the old or Jewish dispensation,
but, as practised in the United States, election
to bodies conferring the so-called Christian